CALL FOR ENTRY

SUNDAY PAINTERS EXHIBITION
March 31 – April 7, 2012
Opening Reception: Wednesday, April 4, 7:00pm-9:00pm

The Old School House is pleased to host our third annual Sunday Painters Exhibition in the tradition and spirit of the popular show of the same name held annually at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts during the 40's, 50's and 60's.  If you are a recreational artist or art student, we invite you to submit your best paintings or drawings (no more than a total of three) for inclusion in this JURIED exhibition.

The original Sunday Painters Exhibition was the brainchild of Arthur Lismer, one of the original members of the Group of Seven, and the President for 25 years of the museum's famously vibrant art school.  The show featured the paintings and drawings of recreational artists, including many of the museum's art school students, but its popularity was probably due to the influence of Lismer's cheerfulness, humour, and love of art.  He called himself a Sunday Painter because painting and drawing were his most satisfying forms of relaxation.  Many of his summer Sundays were spent drawing at Long Beach here on Vancouver Island.

After his death an editorial in the Montreal Gazette commented that Lismer loved teaching art: "For him art was not only a craft to be learned by the few, but something for everybody, as natural as living.  That is why he spent so much of his later years teaching art to children, or rather, helping them to express themselves in art."  It was one of his precepts that art thrives only through active expression.  Lismer believed that "Art…is experience lived and shared with others.  It is the living sinew that binds humans together everywhere; for no nation, no child, no person is without it."

Rules:

1. No professional artist or craftsperson of any kind is eligible.  This excludes, for example, professional potters.  Specifically, anyone who has sold more than three works of art in 2012 is not eligible.

2. The exhibition is restricted to two-dimensional paintings, drawings, and prints other than photographic prints.  No one may submit more than three pieces.

3. All artwork must be framed, fitted with hanging wire and ready for exhibition, except that high school students need not frame their work provided it is ready to hang.  

4. The length plus width (outside dimensions) of the work including picture frame shall not exceed 36 inches by 36 inches.

5. A non-refundable entry fee of $10 will be charged for each piece submitted, except that the fee for high school students will be waived.  
6. Artwork must be delivered to TOSH between 10:00am and 12:00Noon on Saturday, March 31, 2012 and must be picked up on Saturday, April 7, 2012 before Noon.  There is no need to pre-register, simply bring your work in at the specified time, fill out an entry form that will be given to you, pay the entry fee and pick up your receipt.  If you cannot deliver your work at the specified time, pick up an entry form from the reception desk, complete it and have a friend deliver your work for you with the entry form and fee.

7. Judges will award ribbons in two categories: (a) high school students and (b) all the rest.  
8. If you choose to offer your work for sale your price will be understood to include the frame.  All sales are subject to a 40% selling commission to TOSH.  No piece may be removed from the exhibition before Saturday, April 7th (Noontime) even if it has been sold.

(The quotations are from "A Border of Beauty", Marjorie Lismer Bridges, Red Rock Publishing Co. Ltd., Toronto, 1977, pages 50 sand 85 respectively.)
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